
Ayer Board of Selectmen
Open Session Meeting Minutes

May 21,2014

Attendance: C. Hillman (Chair); G. Luca (Clerk); J. Livingston (Vice-Chair) [Absent]
R. Pontbriand (Town Administrator)

Call To Order: The Meeting was called to order in Open Session at 7pm by Chairman Hillman.

Agenda Amendments: The Town Administrator requested that the agenda be amended to add
ZBA Appointments under the Town Administrator's Report.

Motion: G. Luca made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Seconded by C.
Hillman. Motion Passes 2-0.

Announcements: C. Hillman announced the Town's Memorial Day Parade. C. Hillman
thanked Nashoba Valley Hospital's President Sal Perla for their $2,000 donation to the Ayer 4th
of July Celebrations. G. Luca announced the success of the Post Office Food Drive.

Public Input:

Kathleen O'Connor presented the Board with an Ayer Rail Trail Petition sent to MassDOT
Secretary Davey and discussed the commitment toa June 1st resolution to the Commuter Rail
Platform access issue.

MarySpinner mentioned the consideration of approval of a TownFlag for the Fall 2014 Town
Meeting. She also mentionedthe importance of the DPW Roads Programand having streets
accepted as public ways for the Fall2014 Town Meeting. Finally, shemade the Board aware of
new DEP water regulations to take effect in December 2014.

Harry Zane spoke in favorof the Commuter RailPlatform and statedthat the argument of
"People get off the train do not buy anything" is nothing morethan a "Straw Man Argument".
No one has ever said we need the train for economic development. We need the train station for
people, commuters, mass transit. Put the silly arguments to restandget this important project
done.

EllenFitzpatrick spoke about the Commuter RailPlatform and that it is "difficultto ask people
to change." This projectneeds to be done. In the midstof difficulty there is opportunity. Ayer
is in survivalmode. MBTA needs to step up and make a difference. It is a mystery as to why no
coffee shop exists by the train station. I worked to get 300 signatures for the petition.

"Dave" (last name intelligible) spoke on the importance of the commuter rail issue. Train station
is a huge benefit to the Town. Local Businesses are great and will benefit from it. People are
coming to Ayer to live.








